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Washington, DC. A powerful symbol
not only to Alaskans, but Washington,
that the battle for Alaska’s sov-
ereignty is far from over and that the
Hickels, in spirit, stand with Alaskans
as we wage this battle to conclusion,
however long that may take.

Wally and Ermalee’s son, Jack
Hickel, remembers these words ex-
plaining why his father wanted to be
buried standing up. ‘“He said, if they
don’t do it right he’s going to crawl out
of his grave and straighten them out.
He thought they were going to screw
everything up. He wanted to keep his
eye on them.” Now there will be two
pair of eyes gazing east.

Ermalee, I should warn you, has two
pretty tough eyes. She was widely
known as ‘“‘more beautiful than a but-
terfly, but tougher than a boot.”

The history books will mention that
Ermalee was twice the first lady of
Alaska, as well as the wife of a Sec-
retary of the Interior. They might
mention that she was a strong woman,
but that really doesn’t tell you much
about the person, and there is really
much more to the story.

Ermalee was born to Lewis and Aline
Strutz. The Strutzes moved from Mon-
tana to Anchorage in 1924. They bought
a house downtown and raised six kids
in that house: four girls and two boys.
Anchorage was a pretty small town in
the day, but it had plenty of life. As a
high school student, Ermalee did it all.
She was a softball player, editor of the
school paper, and quite popular. She
never missed a dance. She ushered at
the movie theatre and, unique to An-
chorage, worked at a cannery. Upon
graduation, she went to work on the
local base as the secretary to a mili-
tary officer, a very important job for
an outstanding individual. The Strutz
girls were like that—popular, success-
ful, from a really good family.

Wally Hickel, on the other hand, ar-
rived in Anchorage from Kansas in 1940
with all of 37 cents in his pocket. His
family was in insurance, but he left
Kansas to pursue his passion in boxing.
That led him to California, and when it
didn’t work out, Wally booked a ticket
in steerage on a vessel headed to Alas-
ka. He replenished his bank account by
winning a $125 purse at a boxing tour-
nament conducted during Fur Rondy,
the Anchorage winter carnival. Wally
married a local girl, Jannice Cannon,
who went to school with Ermalee.
Wally and Jannice had a son, Ted.
Jannice tragically died in 1943 at the
Mayo Clinic. Wally returned to An-
chorage, a single dad, and took a job
inspecting aircraft on the ramp of
Alaska airbases.

In 1945, Ermalee and Wally were mar-
ried in a small Catholic Church and
went on to build a family. It was a
tough time for the both of them. Wally
still had to pay off Jannice’s medical
bills and worked a second job as a bar-
tender and a bouncer to make ends
meet.

Wally subsequently quit his job on
base and told Ermalee that he figured
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it out. Anchorage was growing and con-
struction was its future. Turns out, he
was right. The family found stability
and a modicum of wealth. That gave
Wally the freedom to pursue his inter-
est in politics. Over time, Wally’s in-
vestments in Anchorage’s growth pro-
vided a strong financial foundation for
the family.

Throughout it all, Ermalee was a
steadfast partner—managing the
house, putting chains on the tires of
the car to take the kids skiing, even
ironing the pants of her hero, Charles
Lindbergh, when he came to Juneau to
address the Alaska Legislature. Lind-
bergh asked Ermalee if she would get
‘““the help” to press his pants. Turns
out Ermalee was ‘‘the help.”’

“Ermalee was calm, empathetic and
insightful. Wally turned to her and fol-
lowed her counsel. She guided and pro-
tected him, out of sight,” wrote An-
chorage author and historian Charles
Wohlforth. She read to schoolchildren
and visited with elders in the Pioneer’s
Homes. She visited the soup kitchens
and the juvenile detention facilities.
She fought for benefits for the disabled,
raised awareness of fetal alcohol syn-
drome, and sought to protect seniors
from scammers. She did it all without
ever seeking credit. Ermalee was al-
ways gracious and lovely to me.

Wohlforth headlined his column re-
membering Ermalee Hickel’'s legacy
with the words ‘‘Ermalee Hickel led
Alaska, too.” She did with dignity and
grace from the beginning to the very
end. It is an honor and a pleasure to
share this story of an Alaskan life well
lived with the Senate today.e

RECOGNIZING THE CAROLINA
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTER’S
NEW PARTNERSHIP

e Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize and congratulate the
Carolina Youth Development Center,
Cummins, Inc., and the Hootie and the
Blowfish Foundation on its new part-
nership to provide youth aging out of
foster care an independent living tran-
sitional house. The Carolina Youth De-
velopment Center has been a blessing
to our State for over 200 years with
their bold mission. They work tire-
lessly to empower and equip South
Carolina’s most vulnerable children by
providing a safe environment, edu-
cational support, and career readiness.

Carolina Youth Development Center
has an impressive 227-year history of
serving the community’s most vulner-
able children and families, dating back
to its founding as the Charleston Or-
phan House in 1790. The agency re-
mains steadfast in its commitment to
youth in foster care and continues to
lead the way, changing lives and trans-
forming communities.®

——
TRIBUTE TO BILL JOHNSTONE

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor a man who has done so
much for Montana. Bill Johnstone, a
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native Montanan, graduate of Montana
State University, and retiring chair-
man of D.A. Davidson, has dedicated
his life to improving Montana.

His work at D.A. Davidson has helped
countless Montanans financially pre-
pare for the future. Whether it is help-
ing Montana families plan for retire-
ment, small business owners strategize
about the future, or municipalities
meet their financial needs, Bill has
been there for them, but Bill’s good
work expanded beyond the private sec-
tor. While running a thriving company
that employs more than 1,300 employ-
ees, hundreds of them Montanans, Bill
has always invested his time and re-
sources in Montana. He serves as a
member of the board of regents to the
Montana University system and has
spent years improving schools across
Montana.

Bill has also served on the Inter-
national Heart Institute in Missoula
and as the chairman of the Great Falls
Public Schools Foundation, helping to
raise funds for our public schools. His
dedication to his company, his family,
and his community makes Bill a model
Montanan.

Helping move Montana forward is a
common theme in Bill’s family, his fa-
ther, William A. Johnstone, served the
education community for nearly 30
years and retired as acting president of
Montana State University. It is clear
Bill has instilled hard work and public
service in his children as well. His son
Anthony is an associate professor of
law at the University of Montana and
former solicitor general of the State of
Montana and his son Jesse is the
founder and president of a digital mar-
keting agency in New York.

As Bill retires, his legacy at D.A. Da-
vidson will live on and his lasting im-
pact on Montana as a whole will con-
tinue to grow. Thanks for the 17 years
at D.A. Davidson, Bill, and for your
service to Montana. I wish you, your
wife, Andrea, and your kids Anthony
and Jesse nothing but the best in re-
tirement.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO ANNE MAXWELL
LIVINGSTON

e Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor the service of my
friend Anne Maxwell Livingston. Mrs.
Livingston has served since 2011 as
chairwoman of the Rhode Island Coast-
al Resources Management Council,
CRMC, which protects Rhode Island’s
coastal resources through research,
regulation, and restoration.

During her 6-year tenure, CRMC has
been a nationally recognized leader in
ocean and coastal management. One of
the shining jewels of CRMC’s work has
been its innovative Special Area Man-
agement Plans, or SAMPs. These plans
are ecosystem-based management
strategies developed in collaboration
with government agencies, municipali-
ties, and other stakeholders to best
manage coastal systems. During Mrs.
Livingston’s tenure, the council saw its



S6358

groundbreaking ocean SAMP, the first
formally adopted ocean spatial plan in
the country, pay real-life dividends. In
developing this plan, CRMC engaged a
diverse group of stakeholders and laid
the groundwork for cooperation among
a multitude of regulatory agencies.
This effort and CRMC’s continued en-
gagement in the process paved the way
for the successful development of the
Nation’s first offshore wind farm off
the coast of Rhode Island.

The CRMC has also helped Rhode Is-
land towns and residents understand
the increasing effects of sea level rise
and storm surge. Using the latest cli-
mate change predictions and state-of-
the-art modeling, CRMC, in coopera-
tion with the University of Rhode Is-
land and others, developed an online
tool, STORMTOOLS, that gives anyone
with an internet connection free access
to information that can be used to help
decide everything from what neighbor-
hood to buy a home in to where to site
a new stormwater treatment plant.
CRMC is now developing a coastal en-
vironmental risk index that can show
Rhode Island homeowners individual-
ized flood risks in 3-D.

In addition to her service on the
CRMC, Mrs. Livingston has served
Rhode Islanders as a board member of
the Jamestown Tax Assessment Board
of Review and on the board of the Girl
Scouts of Rhode Island and the James-
town Education Foundation. She also
continues to serve as treasurer for the
Opera House Theater & Performing
Arts Center in Newport and on the ad-
visory boards of the Dorcas Inter-
national Institute of Rhode Island and
the Providence Children’s Museum.
Mrs. Livingston is a passionate and
committed leader, and I am grateful
for her many years of service to our
State’s CRMC.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:18 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to section 3 of
the Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter
Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren Act (Public Law 114-244), the Mi-
nority Leader appoints Dr. Dolores
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Subia BigFoot of Norman, Oklahoma,
to the Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter
Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 12:36 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 178. An act to prevent elder abuse and
exploitation and improve the justice sys-
tem’s response to victims in elder abuse and
exploitation cases.

S. 6562. An act to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize a program for
early detection, diagnosis, and treatment re-
garding deaf and hard-of-hearing newborns,
infants, and young children.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 1:26 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 1117. An act to require the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to submit a report regarding
certain plans regarding assistance to appli-
cants and grantees during the response to an
emergency or disaster.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 34. A bill to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to provide for the en
bloc consideration in resolutions of dis-
approval for ‘“midnight rules’’, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 115-164).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment:

S. 906. A bill to amend the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 to provide for congressional
notification regarding major acquisition pro-
gram breaches, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 115-165).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 938. A bill to require notice of cost-free
Federal procurement technical assistance in
connection with registration of small busi-
ness concerns in procurement systems (Rept.
No. 115-166).

H.R. 1293. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to require that the Office of
Personnel Management submit an annual re-
port to Congress relating to the use of offi-
cial time by Federal employees (Rept. No.
115-167).

By Mr. BARRASSO, from the Committee
on Environment and Public Works, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 1514. A bill to amend certain Acts to re-
authorize those Acts and to increase protec-
tions for wildlife, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 115-168).

——
EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:
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By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Amy Coney Barrett, of Indiana, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Seventh
Circuit.

Joan Louise Larsen, of Michigan, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Sixth
Circuit.

William L. Campbell, Jr., of Tennessee, to
be United States District Judge for the Mid-
dle District of Tennessee.

Thomas Lee Robinson Parker, of Ten-
nessee, to be United States District Judge
for the Western District of Tennessee.

Eric S. Dreiband, of Maryland, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General.

Robert M. Duncan, Jr., of Kentucky, to be
United States Attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Kentucky for the term of four years.

Charles E. Peeler, of Georgia, to be United
States Attorney for the Middle District of
Georgia for the term of four years.

Bryan D. Schroder, of Alaska, to be United
States Attorney for the District of Alaska
for the term of four years.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. ROUNDS:

S. 1921. A bill to amend the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act to in-
crease limitations and authorizations for
Farm Service Agency guaranteed loans, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. HATCH,
Mr. McCAIN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. SCOTT,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. CRUZ,
Mr. LEE, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. SASSE, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
COTTON, Mr. WICKER, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
PAUL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BURR, Mr.
STRANGE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. FLAKE, Mr.
ENZzI, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. CORKER, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr.
TOOMEY):

S. 1922. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn
children, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MURPHY, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. REED, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. CooNs, Mr. CASEY, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. WYDEN,
Ms. HARRIS, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. HAs-
SAN, and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 1923. A bill to prohibit firearms dealers
from selling a firearm prior to the comple-
tion of a background check; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
GARDNER):

S. 1924. A bill to authorize 2 additional dis-
trict judgeships for the district of Colorado;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and
Mr. CARDIN):
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